TABLE 2  Review Processes Used by Several Federal Agencies
Agency
Review System
Processes
Choice of Peer Review
Department of Agriculture
Department of Defense Air Force Office of Scientific Research
Array Research Office
Office of Naval Research
Department of Energy
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
National Institutes of Health
National Science Foundation
External for basic research proposals.  Formula funds to agricultural experiment stations sporadically reviewed internally and externally.
External only for certain programs (chemistry, mathematics). Mostly internal.
External and internal followed by internal funding decision
Internal, except in Biological Sciences Division
External in some programs;
internal in others Internal
External, dual system
External
Mail review when
external review used
Mathematics: mail reviews; chemistry: panel
Mail review
Mail review when external evaluation used
Mail and/or panel when
external Mail if external review
needed
Technical review by study sections meeting as a panel; then panel review by national advisory councils
Mail, panel, or combination of mail and panel, depending on program
Usually used, except for new competitive grants for which use is legislatively mandated
Traditionally used at
discretion of scientific officer
Committee of National Research Council selects reviewers
At discretion of scientific officer on individual proposal basis. Traditionally external for Biological Sciences Division.
Program director's discretion
Reviewing office or field installation through Office of University Affairs
Legislatively mandated
Traditionally used
SOURCE: 1980).
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